:?                         BETWEEN FRANKFORT AND BERLIN

I

I                      if  circumstances arose, I  should have needed a longer

[                     experience   in  state  affairs  than I then possessed.    If

J                     twenty years later there had arisen a question concerning

i                     the retention of the First Chamber or its transformation

}                      into the Upper House, I would have made a cabinet ques-

I                     tion of the first alternative.

I                           The attitude I had taken up in the Conservative group

i                     exercised a disturbing influence upon the plans which the

I                      King entertained or professed to entertain for me.   When

1                      at the beginning of the year 1854 he began to face more

I                     directly the aim of making me a minister, his intentions

\                     were opposed not only by Manteuffel, but also by the

|                      'Camarilla,' the chief persons of which were General Ger-

lach and Niebuhr.    These, like Manteuffel, were not in-
f                     clined to share with me their influence over the King and

|                     imagined that they would not agree with me so well in daily

I                     intercourse as at a distance.    Gerlach was strengthened in

this presumption by his brother, the president, who was
accustomed to describe me as a Pilate-like character tak-
ing for his text ' What is truth ?' thus holding me unre-
liable as a member of a group. This opinion concerning
me was also very sharply expressed in the conflicts within
the Conservative group and its more private committees
when, by reason of my post as envoy to the Federal Diet,
and because I was in charge of the report to the King con-
cerning German affairs, I desired to have a greater influ-
ence upon the attitude of the group in German and foreign
policy, while President Gerlach and Stahl claimed the
absolute general leadership in all directions. I found
myself opposed to both, more, however, to Gerlach than
to Stahl, and the former even at that time declared
that he foresaw our ways lay separate and that we